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ELQQR DEBATE

SE NATOR CUDABACK: S e nator Beutler, y o u ' r e  r e c o g n i z e d  to open on
LB 707.

SE NATOR BEUTLER: S e nator Cudaback, m e m b e r s  of th e  Legislature,
this b i l l  has to do w i t h  the Cam p a i g n  F i n a n c e  R e f o r m  Act. It 
was adv a n c e d  out of th e  G o v e r n m e n t  Committee. Th e r e  was no 
t e s t i m o n y  in com mi t t e e  a g ainst the c h anges p r o p o s e d  in the 
amendment, and, generally, I h a v e  w o r k e d  v e r y  c l o s e l y  w i t h  the 
A c c o u n t a b i l i t y  an d  D i s c l o s u r e  Co m m i s s i o n  to tr y  to addre ss  some 
p roblems t hat h a v e  come u p  o ver t he last f e w  y e a r s  w i t h  the 
accountability, w i t h  t he C a m p a i g n  F i n a n c e  R e f o r m  Act, and this 
bill is e s s e n t i a l l y  a series of a d j u s t m e n t s  to respond to 
p roblems id e n t i f i e d  b y  v a rious i n d ividuals and b y  th e  commission 
itself. The b ill itself is c o n t a i n e d  in th e  committee 
amendment, an d  w i t h  that I t h i n k  I will stop an d  w e  can go to 
the c o m m i t t e e  a m e n d m e n t . An d  I 'm n ot sure w h e t h e r  Senator 
Schimek w a n t s  to e x plain the commi t t e e  a m e n d m e n t  in detail, but 
w hichever w a y  she wants to go, I'll r e s p o n d  to he r  l e a d . Thank 
you.

S E NATOR CUDABACK: T h a n k  you, Senator Beutler. S e n a t o r  Schimek,
as the C h a i r p e r s o n  of Go v e r n m e n t  and M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Committee, 
you're r e c o g n i z e d  to open on committee am e n d m e n t s  to LB 707.

S E NATOR SCHIMEK: Yes, t h a n k  you, Mr. P r e s i d e n t  and members.
The c o m m i t t e e  amen d m e n t  makes four changes to th e  bill. The 
f irst one is t hat we w o u l d  r e quire that d u r i n g  t h e  election 
p e r i o d  n o  candi d a t e  for a c o vered ele c t i v e  offi c e  shall accept 
con t r i b u t i o n s  f rom any one individual in exc e s s  of $1,000, or 
from an i n d ependent committee, business, inclu d i n g  a 
corporation, union, industry, trade, or p r o f e s s i o n a l  association 
or p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  in excess of $10,000. A n d  I m i g h t  tell you 
that th e s e  w ere th e  pr o v i s i o n s  of LB 681, w h i c h  was introduced 
last year. T h o s e  pr o v i s i o n s  t hat I just r e ad t o  y o u ,’those 
limitations, are n o t . . . d o  no t  apply to c o n t r i b u t i o n s  by the 
candidate of hi s  or h e r  mo n e y  on beha l f  of his or h e r  candidacy. 
The seco n d  t h i n g  t hat the committee a m e n d m e n t  does, it defines 
ex penditures to i n c lude repayment of loans to th e  candidate 
committee m a d e  fo r  the pur c h a s e  of c a m p a i g n  activities. The 
third th i n g  it does, it clarifies that, for the e l e c t i o n  period,
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